
   

St. John’s United Church 

Welcome to all worshipping with us today.   
You are invited to come downstairs to share in a cup of coffee or tea and 
some conversation after the service.  If you are visiting with us this morn-
ing, please sign the guest book in the church entryway and include your 
email address if you would like to receive our weekly newsletter. 

St. John's welcomes Children into Worship 
Families with babies/toddlers are invited into the Family Room (opposite 
the main entrance to the Church, at the back of the Sanctuary).  Older chil-
dren are welcomed into Worship with the rest of the congregation.  Activi-
ty packs are available for them to take into Worship. 

An Affirming, Fully Inclusive Ministry 
December 2, 2018 

  Hope 
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First Sunday of Advent 
Hymnals indicated by:  VU ̶ Voices United  &  MV ̶ More Voices 

*You are invited to stand, if it is comfortable for you. 
 

Prelude  Ken Dalgleish 
 

Welcome, Announcements, Invocation Rev. Alan Claassen 
 

Gathering Song Hope Shines as the Solitary Star MV #220 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle of Hope Ian & Cathy Poole 

From The Book of Awakening by Mark Nepo 
 

 We all know how sudden and brilliant a stained glass window can be: 
dirty and opaque one moment and  
breathtaking as soon as the sun floods it and we can see, from the inside.  
  We are the same: sacred windows in the making.  
 

Advent candle of Hope is lit 
 

 So as we are gathered in this sacred time and place  
 let us remember to place ourselves in the light;  
  To see each other from the inside  
  and to remember that darkness  
  is only a temporary interruption of the eternal light.  
 Come let us worship together. 
  So that we might see that the kin-dom of heaven is near. 
 

*Hymn Hope is a Star VU #7 
 

*Opening Prayer   Ian Poole 

Hope like a seed, buried deep within the earth; 
hidden covered by layers of soil, disappointment, struggle, pain; 
buried yet stretching, growing, and breaking-through.  
Hope like a seed becoming new life.  
We are here to become a candle for hope.  May it be so. Amen. 

 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ saying:  Rev. Alan Claassen 

 May the peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you. 

You are invited to share the peace with your neighbours  
with a handshake, a hug, or with hands together in prayer. 
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Scripture Reading Luke 21:25-36 Ian Poole 
 

May the Spirit bless us with wisdom and wonder,  
as we ponder the meaning of these words for our lives. 
Thanks be to God.    

 

Choir Anthem People Get Ready 
 

Reflections Stand for Hope Rev. Alan Claassen 
 

Hymn Come Thou Long Expected Jesus (Hyfrydol tune) VU #2 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Prayer of Jesus in Song  VU #959 
 

Offertory  Ken Dalgleish 
 

*Doxology This Little Light of Mine  
 

*Prayer of Dedication  Rev. Alan Claassen 
We offer ourselves trusting that God has called each of us to be 
candles of hope; bringing light to the world that we can touch.  
May God bless these gifts for a world seeking signs of hope and 
kindness. May it be so.  

 

Blessing the Bread, the Cup, and the People Bulletin Insert 
 

Hymn O Come, O Come Emmanuel VU #1 
 

Blessing Station  at the Sanctuary Entrance Patricia Baker 

 During this time of Communion you are invited 
 to receive a blessing for yourself, or for someone else. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 

*Hymn Hope Shines as the Solitary Star MV #220 
 

*Blessing 
 

*Sung Response  This Little Light of Mine  
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St. John’s United Church 
5085 Davis Bay Road   Sechelt, BC  V0N 3A2 

Phone:  604.885.9822      Email:  stjohns.sunshinecoast@gmail.com 
Website:    www.stjohns-united.org 

Minister:  Rev Alan Claassen ..... alan.claassen@gmail.com .......... 604-989-7687 
Minister’s work week is Sunday to Thursday. 

Office Administrator:  Karen Weatherington ................................ 604-885-9822 
Office Hours:  Tues - Thurs 1:00-3:30 pm 

Thank you to those who contributed to our worship service this morning: 
readers, greeters, refreshment makers, musicians, to name just a few!   
 

 
We gratefully acknowledge that we are gathered on  

the unceded ancestral lands of the shíshálh First Nation.  

 
 

Words for hymns are reprinted with permission under  
One Licence agreement #626113.  All rights reserved. 

 
 

Housekeeping Notes: 
⬧ The chairs do need to be put away after the service today.  Please stack 

like colors and types (arms vs no arms) 8 chairs tall, away from the wall. 
 

⬧ Clean-up brought to you by the letters: A, M, T, W 

 Those whose last name begins with these letters are asked to help with 
cleaning up after our time of coffee, tea and fellowship together. 

 

 REMINDER  ’Tis the season….if you have turned the heat up, please 
remember to turn it back down!  

http://www.sthilda.ca
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St. John’s Announcements ⚫ 

December 2, 2018    
 

 Christmas Cards for First United  Donations of new Christmas cards 
which can be sent by community members at First United Church are most 
welcome.  The Church organizes an afternoon writing and posting event 
where folks from the community can send cards to out-of-town family 
members during the season.  Jim Hatherly will be happy to pick them up 
from the First United Church collection box by December 8.  Thank you 
for your support.  Also, in the entryway are Advent Donation envelopes & 
cards for First United. 
 

  Soup for the Soul is Thursday, Dec 6, 5-7 pm in the lower hall.  A 
simple meal, music, spiritual practice in a relaxed setting - opening Sunday 
Scripture and Poetry for shared reflection.  All are welcome!  A  sign up 
sheet is available in the church entryway.  For more info contact Glenn 
Inglis, 604-989-1305 or Donna Currie, 604-885-2850) 
 

  Prayer Shawl Ministry More knitters would be welcome to  our 
Wednesday 2-3:30, or Friday 10:30-12 gatherings.  If you’ve wanted to 
learn to knit, we will teach you.  These shawls are easy to knit and it is a 
good time for growing friendships.  For info call Sharon McElroy at 604-
399-9772.  Meetings are at her home:  4459 Stalashen Dr, Sechelt (East) 
off Mission Pt Rd. 
 

  Christmas Cookie Caper  Saturday December 15 from 9am to 12 noon    
What kind should I make?  This is the time when you can have fun baking 
your Christmas favorites. 
These questions may be useful guidelines 
1. Do they hold their shape well? 
2. Will they look attractive on a Christmas cookie plate? 
3. Are they flavorful? 
How do I bring them to church?  We will be putting them out on big trays 
so just bring them in convenient containers or zip locks.  Put your name on 
the container if you want it back.  Please bring them to the church between 
3:00 and 6:00 pm on Friday December 14 or give us a call before then and 
we will pick them up. 
 

Also, if you or your friends and neighbours cannot get to the sale, we will 
take pre-orders. 
Call Val Marus at 604.741.5424  
 

  syiyaya: First Contact Film screenings at Sechelt Public Library 
Monday Dec 3 at 7:00 pm  Please RSVP on the syiyaya facebook event 
page, or by email to scsyiyaya@gmail.com so we have a sense of numbers 
for refreshments.  
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Luke 21:25-36 
The Message by Eugene Peterson 

 
“It will seem like all hell has broken loose—sun, moon, stars, earth, 

sea, in an uproar and everyone all over the world in a panic, the wind 

knocked out of them by the threat of doom, the powers-that-be  

quaking. 

 

And then—then!—they’ll see the Son of Man welcomed in grand 

style—a glorious welcome! When all this starts to happen, up on 

your feet. Stand tall with your heads high. Help is on the way!” 

 

He told them a story. “Look at a fig tree. Any tree for that matter. 

When the leaves begin to show, one look tells you that summer is 

right around the corner. The same here—when you see these things 

happen, you know God’s kingdom is about here. 

 

Don’t brush this off: I’m not just saying this for some future  

generation, but for this one, too—these things will happen. Sky and 

earth will wear out; my words won’t wear out. 

 

“But be on your guard. Don’t let the sharp edge of your expectation 

get dulled by parties and drinking and shopping. Otherwise, that Day 

is going to take you by complete surprise, spring on you suddenly 

like a trap, for it’s going to come on everyone, everywhere, at once. 

So, whatever you do, don’t go to sleep at the switch.  

 

Pray constantly that you will have the strength and wits to make it 

through everything that’s coming and end up on your feet before the 

Son of Man.” 
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Blessing the Bread, the Cup, the People 
 

Come, all who listen for hope. 
Here is a place where you are welcome. 
Here is a place where you can rest in the heart of love. 
 We come to this table, knowing our need for it. 
 

Holy One, you shaped creation and placed your grace within us. 
Your song of hope has rung out from ancient days  
 Beckoning us to listen and join in. 
 

A young woman named Mary opened her heart to your song. 
She heard the promise that she would give birth;  
she heard the promise  
 that this child would transform the world, and she believed. 
 

In the stillness of this Advent season we wait and prepare, 
as our hearts echo an ancient cry: 
 O come, O come Emmanuel. 
 

We prepare for Emmanuel, God with us.  
We remember how this child,  
born in a stable  
lived a life of healing, mercy, and wisdom. 
 We remember a special meal shared with friends. 
 

Gathering them together,  
Emmanuel spoke with boundless love. 
In the blessing of the bread,  
 Emmanuel asked them to share the bread of life. 
 

In the blessing of the cup, 
 Emmanuel asked them to share the cup of promise. 
 

Then, Emmanuel asked us always to remember. 
 We remember your life, your words, your love. 
 

As we share this bread and cup,  
strengthen our hope in the promises of this season, 
 and give us the courage  
 to live in the way of peace.  Amen. 
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What’s Happening This Week 

Sun 02 9:20 am 
10:00 am 

Contemplative Prayer 
Communion Service 

Ross Armstrong Rm 
Sanctuary 

Mon 03 10:00 am Qigong Ministry Sanctuary 

Tues 04 11:15 am 
7:00 pm 

UCW Meeting 
Prostate Cancer Support Grp 

Lower Hall 
Lower Hall 

Thurs 06 1:00 pm 
5:00 pm 
7:00 pm 

St. John’s Artists 
Soup for the Soul 
St. John’s Choir Rehearsal 

Lower Hall 
Lower Hall 
Sanctuary 

Fri 07 10:30 am Prayer Shawl Ministry McElroy Home 

Sun 09 9:20 am 
10:00 am 

Contemplative Prayer 
Worship Service 

Ross Armstrong Rm 
Sanctuary 

  Jazz is looking for a rental suite that is accessible by transit, and suitable 
for someone with a disability pension. If you have any leads, please e-mail 
Jazz at micbyron83@gmail.com. Your prayers are also most welcome at 
this time of transition  
 
  Thank You everyone for your gifts of food, visits and kind wishes dur-
ing our recent time of health “challenges.”  We feel so loved and cared for 
in the arms of our church family!  This was further emphasized when I 
received a beautiful prayer shawl.  We are truly blessed. 
In loving appreciation, Laura and Dennis Mann  
 

Wider Community Events 

 Journey of the Angels  Inspirito Vocal Ensemble  Sunday December 2 at 6:00 
pm.  For more info please see poster in hallway. 
 

 Messiah Part One:  Christmas Tuesday December 18 at 7:00 pm.  For more 
info please see poster in hallway. 


